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Dear Colleagues and Friends: 
 
I write this letter as 2022 and my term as DBC Chair winds down.  It has been a crazy time to be 
Division Chair!  The pandemic highlighted the usefulness of virtual connections and these are 
now an integral part of ACS meetings.  The pandemic also prompted those of us in DBC 
leadership to take a look at our priorities and be creative about how we serve you, our members. 
Many ideas have been generated, and we have started to put some of these into motion.  I am 
super excited that the new Chair, David Giedroc and Chair-Elect, Jennifer Heemstra, will be taking 
over Jan. 1, 2023, and using their innovative leadership skills to improve our Division!  There are 
lots of things to update everyone about, so please read on! 
 
2023 DBC Award Winners: To be presented at the ACS Fall 2023 Meeting in San Francisco! 
 

Abeles and Jencks Award:  J. Martin 
Bollinger of Penn State University has been 
chosen as the winner of the 2023 Abeles 
and Jencks Award for the Chemistry of 
Biological Processes. Congrats Marty! 
Eli Lilly Award:  Polly Fordyce of Stanford 
University is the recipient of the 2023 Eli Lilly 
Award in Biological Chemistry.  Congrats 
Polly! 

 
 
Award Sessions Galore at the Spring 2023 ACS Meeting in Indianapolis! 
The DBC is packed with amazing chemists and not surprisingly we host many award sessions 
through BIOL program.  Join us in congratulating these winners, and join us at their award 
sessions in March in Indianapolis! 
 
Ronald Breslow Award for Achievement in Biomimetic 
Chemistry sponsored by the Ronald Breslow Award 
Endowment:   
Laura L. Kiessling 
Novartis Professor of Chemistry, Department of Chemistry, MIT 
This national award is given in recognition of outstanding 
contributions to the field of biomimetic chemistry.  
  
Nobel Laureate Signature Award for Graduate Education in 
Chemistry sponsored by the Avantor: 
Rachelle A. Copeland & J. Martin Bollinger, Jr., Department of 
Chemistry, Penn State University 



 
 
Biopolymers Murray Goodman Memorial Prize: Ronald T. Raines, 
Roger and Georges Firmenich Professor of Natural Products Chemistry 
Department of Chemistry and Koch Institute for Integrative Cancer 
Research, MIT 
The prize recognises his seminal contributions to biochemistry and 
chemical biology, elucidating fundamental interactions that govern protein 
structure, stability, folding and mechanisms.  The award is sponsored by 
Biopolymers and DBC.  

 

Gordon Hammes Lectureship Award: Professor Patrick Sexton, 
Monash University. 
The lectureship honors significant contributions in the field of 
Biochemistry. 
Gordon Hammes Scholar Award: Dr. Candice Crilly, University of 
California, Santa Barbara 
This award and lectureship honors young scientists responsible for the 
very best papers in Biochemistry. 
 

 
 
Reflections on Fall ACS meeting in Chicago Aug 20-25, 2022  
The BIOL division had four days of terrific programming In Chicago!  There was a lot of excitement 
in Chicago, and the meeting felt like the old days—lots of opportunities to talk with other scientists, 
see old friends, make new friends, and soak up great science.  
 
I particularly enjoyed the Daly symposium (joint with CMA/ANYL) that celebrated the legacy of 
Dr. Marie Daly, who made significant contributions to the fields of biochemistry and what we now 
know as chemical biology. The symposium was kicked off by Sibrina Collins, who told us what is 
known about Marie Daly, who was the first African-American woman to earn a Ph.D. in Chemistry 
She also talked about using “Chemistry Storytelling” to promote and educated about chemistry, 
and the diverse array of people who do chemistry.  I loved her 
story about the Blake Panther movie and the mythical element 
“Vibranium” and how she has integrated this her teaching of the 
Periodic Table (J. Chem. Ed., 2018, 95, 1243-1244).  The 
symposium also had spectacular talks by Amanda Bryant-
Friedrich, Neel Shah, Blanton Tolbert and Squire Booker.   

  
I also enjoyed presiding over the Eli Lilly Award in Biological 
Chemistry will be presented to Lingyin Li (Stanford) to honor her 
substantial and significant contributions to discovering the 
molecular basis for innate immune activation through the STING 
pathway.  Speakers in this symposium session were amazing: 
Laura Dassama, Yimon Aye, Ben Cravatt, Emily Dykhuizen and 
the awardee Li.  Professor Li also brought a large contingent of 
her lab, and her Ph.D advisor Laura Kiessling was also there 
cheering her on!  THANKS so much to Eli Lilly for their continued 



sponsorship of this award, and a special thanks to Dr. Jesus Gutierrez (Lilly) who presented the 
award to Li (see picture)! 
 
Other highlights were the Abeles and Jencks symposium, honoring Karen Allen and the ACS 
Infectious Diseases award, sponsored jointly by the ACS Infectious Disease journal and the DBC.   
Please check out our webpage about information about these awardees.  Also, keep these 
awards on your mind and nominate a deserving colleague during the next call!  
 
Congrats to our Fall 2022 ACS Meeting Travel Awardees!  Travel awards were sponsored by 
DBC and New England Biolabs.  Thanks so much to NEB to providing funds to support more 
students to attend the meeting.  The trainees are listed below.  I enjoyed meeting some of the 
award winners at a special luncheon that we held in their honor (see picture on the website!).  It 
was also a pleasure to see many of these trainees present their talks and posters.  Their 
enthusiasm is inspiring! Hope to see you all again at a future ACS meeting.  Students interested 
in applying for Travel Awards for future ACS meetings should consult the DBC website. 
 

New England Biolabs Travel Awards   
Trainee Institution Advisor 
Amanda East  UIUC Chan 
Eric Kohn  University of Wisconsin Martell 

Xiang Li   University of Florida Butcher 
DBC Travel Awardees   
Grant Larson University of Minnesota Bhagi-Damodaran 
Aparajita Bhattacharya NYU Monclare 
Alessandra Gavin University of Minnesota Carlson 
Jonathan Dennis University of Edinburgh Wallace 
Liting Zhai Stanford Dassama 
Subrata Chandra University of Massachusetts, Lowell Artes 
Hossein Ashrafian Ohio State University Magliery 
Anita Donlic Princeton Brangwynne 
Wei Huang SUNY Stonybrook Laughlin 
Sadie X. Novak Syracuse University Hougland 
Yana Petri MIT Raines 
Muhammad Asad Uz Zaman University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Peng 
Carolyn Karns Eastern Illinois University Beck 
Spencer Kim Syracuse Steinhardt 

 
 
Thanks to Departing DBC leadership team members!  We have been VERY lucky as a division 
to have a fantastic group of volunteers, but now it is time to bid them a fond farewell!  Special 
thanks to our Councilors Amanda Bird and Jordan Meier, and Alternate Councilors, Ming 
Hammond and Martina Ralle.  The Coucilors play an important role in attending the ACS Council 
meetings and representing the interests of DBC.  This group has also been active in our monthly 
DBC meetings and at the ACS meetings too! Kudos also to Laura Dassama, who is our departing 
Nominating Committee Chair.  She did an amazing job twisting arms to find the very best 
candidates for our open positions!  Liliya Yatsunyk and Kelly Chacon were fantastic on the 



Advisory Committee providing enthusiastic and helpful advice at our meetings, and also 
participating in various ways (as requested by the Chair!) at the ACS meetings and beyond.  
Oodles of thanks to Mark Distefano who is departing as our Program Committee member and 
Chair.  Mark went above and beyond extending his term as Program Chair in the hopes of being 
able to attend an in-person meeting; sadly, the virtual meetings went on longer than we thought, 
but it was great seeing Mark on the ground in action in Atlanta, San Diego and Chicago!  Lastly, 
as Chair, I am particularly grateful to have had Wayne Outten serve as the Secretary during my 
term.  Wayne was stealthly in the background keeping everything going, and keeping us all 
(especially me) on task.  Wayne also has amazing patience and tact with dealing with the many 
and sometimes odd requests of the DBC!  Thanks so much Wayne, Mark, Laura, Martin, Ming, 
Jordan, Kelly, Amanda and Liliya for your service!! 
 
In closing, I would also like to thank all of the members and friends of the DBC.  It has been such 
a privilege and pleasure serving as 
Chair.  We have the BEST people 
and science!  I look forward to seeing 
you all at many ACS meetings in the 
future. 
 
All the best, 
 
Sheila David    
    
Chair     
  
ssdavid@ucdavis.edu    
     
   
 
 

 
        
Please follow us on Twitter @ACS_DivBioChem! 
 
 
 

 


